Introduction
With a continually expanding economy and subsequent increases in standards of living China is finally reaping the benefits of the economic reform which commenced in the 1970s. Prior to this the country experienced decades of misery in the 20th century fraught with foreign invasions, civil wars and the Cultural Revolution. When Deng Xiaoping succeeded Mao Zedong as the Chinese leader and adopted the "open door" policy and market reform in 1978, few would expect that China could become the second largest economy in the world by 2010. China is also suffering from the impacts of climate change, such as extreme weather and serious environmental pollution. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 4th Assessment Report has found that increasing frequency of extreme rains in western and southern parts of China and a decrease in northern regions. In addition, more floods have occurred in the Changjiang River in the past decade; there have been more frequent floods in Northeast China since 1990s; more intense summer rains in East China; including devastating floods in 1999 as well as a 7-fold increase in frequency of floods since the 1950s.5 Moreover, Tibetan Plateau glaciers of less than 4 km in length are projected to disappear with 3°C temperature rise and no change in precipitation.6 If current warming rates are maintained, glaciers located over Tibetan Plateau are likely to shrink at very rapid rates from 500,000 km2 in 1995 to 100,000 km2 by the 2030s. 7 With the above challenges in mind, this paper discusses climate change law in China, with a special focus on Chinese Renewable Energy law.
The first part of this paper describes China's international and domestic legal action towards combating climate change. The second part focuses on the Chinese Renewable Energy Law. There are two reasons for the particular focus on renewable energy law. First, at present, climate change has been defined by China as an energy policy issue which was therefore managed by National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC).8 Second, so far it is far-fetched to expect that the Chinese government would reduce the intensity of its energy use at the cost of slowing economic development. Therefore, the author puts much hope in China's development of renewable energy, which might provide a realistic path to make China green. China adopted its Renewable Energy Law in 2005. It was amended in 2009, following the Copenhagen Summit. A series of regulations and rules have also been adopted in order to implement the Renewable Energy Law. The relevant legislation and institutions will be analyzed below. The achievements of the Renewable Energy Law will be addressed as will the compliance challenges.
